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     During the first dekade of October 2018 dry moisture condition was prevailing over the 

northeastern, central and eastern portion of the country. This situation was supposed to be more 

favorable to conduct harvest and post harvest activities of matured crops for areas of northern 

and northeastern parts where the Kiremt season was getting off. However, the prevailed dry 

condition might have negative impact toward fulfilling the water need of crops which were lately 

planted and found at flowering and grain filling stages. This condition could be more sever for 

areas which were experiencing various lengths of dry days in the previous few dekads, for areas 

which did not have supplementary water sources, and the places where their soil is characterized 

as low water holding capacity. In addition, the dry condition might also put some pressure for 

eastern and northeast parts of the pastoral and agro pastoral community for the availability of 

drinking water and pasture. On the other hand, the observed enhanced moisture over the western 

half of the country might have positive implication for fulfilling the water need of various Meher 

crops and perennial plants. Similarly, since Bega is the second rainy season for the southern and 

southeastern parts of the country, the received rain during the dekad could play very crucial role 

to perform land preparation and to plant pulse and other short cycle crops. Moreover, the 

condition had positive impact for improving the availability of pasture and drinking water over 

both the pastoral and agro pastoral community. In line with the enhanced moisture, some places 

of eastern Tigray, eastern Amhara, Benishangul Gumuze, western & southern Oromia, 

Gambella, SNNPR, and southern Somali experienced light to heavy amount of rainfall. Along 

with this, heavy rainfall was observed over Ayra (31.8mm), Asossa (39.0mm), Aykel (49.7mm), 

Bahirdar (39.5mm), Begi (38.2 & 38.0mm), Chagni (33.0mm), Gore (43.8mm) and Terch 

(31.6mm).      
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During the second dekad of October, in normal condition the dry moisture condition prevails 

over most of northern, northeastern, eastern and central parts of the country. However, on the 

decade under review, some places exhibited moist to humid moisture condition due to 

unseasonal rainfall. On the other hand, enhanced moisture condition was observed over the 

western, southwestern, southern and southeastern parts of the country. In line with this, some 

places experienced heavy fall and among them Mankush 91.2mm, Burje 74.4mm, Harare 

39.1mm, Abeala 30.1mm, Debretabor 32.0mm, Jinka 39.7mm, Limugenet 34.1mm, Mchewe 

37,5mm, Mile 52.4mm, Mytsemri 34.8mm, Sawla 31.0mm, Kwara 46.8mm, Addis Abeba 

38.8mm, Ambo 36,1mm, Cheffa 30.2mm, Hossana 35.2mm, Jimma 39.5mm, Ejajai 45mm, Bati 

30.7mm, Chagni 30.8mm, Dila 37.8mm, Eneware 45.4mm, Nekemte 33.4mm, Bedele 34.3mm, 

Shambu 41.9mm, Abababo 36.1mm, Adewa 58.4mm, Arjo 32.2mm, and Ayra 40.7mm. This 

situation was believed to be more favorable for crops which are found from vegetative to grain 

filling stages toward attaining their water need for further growth and development, while the 

condition might have negative impact for areas which are under harvest and post harvest 

activities.  On the other hand, the observed enhanced moisture over the western and southern part 

of the country might have positive implication for fulfilling the water need of various Meher 

crops and perennial plants. Similarly, since Bega is the second rainy season for the southern and 

southeastern parts of the country, the received rain during the dekad could play very crucial role 

to perform land preparation and to plant pulse and other short cycle crops. Additionally, the 

condition had positive impact for improving the availability of pasture and drinking water over 

both the pastoral and agro pastoral community. In relation to heavy fall, damage on matured 

crops was reported from Debresina meteorological observatory.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. WEATHER ASSESSMENT  

1.1. RAINFALL AMOUNT AND DISTRIBUTION 

 

  Fig 1: Rainfall distribution in mm (11-20 October, 2018) 

During  October second dekad tip area of south Tigray, Gedeo, Jimma and south Omo have 

experienced 100-200 mm of rainfall. west  and east Gojam, Afar zone 2 & 4, south Gonder, 

Bahidar, Metekel, Agew-Awi, east Wellega, north & west Shewa, KT, Basketo, Dawero, Keffa, 

Sheka, Godere, Bench-Maji, Illubabor, Alaba, pocket area of east Tigray and Tip area of west 

Tigray, Afar zone5, Assosa, Harar have experienced 50-100 mm of rainfall. West Tigray, north 

Gonder, Oromiya, Afar zone2, Addis Ababa, south and west Shewa, Kamashi, Assosa, South 

and West  Tongo ,west Wellega, Gamo Gofa, Sidama, east and west Harerge, Jigjiga, Fik, 

Hadiya and Tip area of Illubabor have exhibited 25-50 mm of rainfall. north and south Wello, 

Gambella zone1,2&3, Afar zone1&3, Bale, Gode, Afder, Liben, Degehbur, tip area of central 

Tigray, Mekele, pocket area of west Tigray and north Gonder received 5-25mm of rainfall. The 

rest parts of the country exhibited 0-5 amount of rainfall. 

 

34 36 38 40 42 44 46 48

4

6

8

10

12

14

0-5

5-25

25-50

50-100

100-200



1.2. RAINFALL ANOMALIEIES 

 

Figure 2:  Percent of normal rainfall distribution (11-20 October 2018) 

Explanatory notes for the legend:  

         < 50 -- Much below normal  

            50—75% -- below normal  

            75—125% --- Normal  

       >125% ---- Above normal 

 Parts of central, east & west Tigray, Waghmra, all Afar zones, north Gonder, north & south 

Wello, Oromiya, Bahirdar, west & east Gojam, Agew Awi, Kamashi, east & west Wellega, north 

& west Shewa, Addis Ababa, southwest Shewa, Arsi, Gurage, Selti, Jimma, Yem sp woreda, KT, 

Dawuro, Welayita, Keffa, Bench Maji, Basketo, Godere, Gambella zones, Shinile and Harar 

have exhibited normal to above normal amount of rainfall.  The rest parts of country exhibited 

below to much below normal rainfall. 
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       1.3. MOISTURE CONDITION   

During second dekad of October most parts of meher growing areas are Humid to moist moisture 

conditions. This situation was believed to be more favorable for crops which are found from 

vegetative to grain filling stages toward attaining their water need for further growth and 

development, while the condition might have negative impact for areas which are under harvest 

and post harvest activities.  On the other hand, the observed enhanced moisture over the western 

and southern part of the country might have positive implication for fulfilling the water need of 

various Meher crops and perennial plants. Similarly, since Bega is the second rainy season for 

the southern and southeastern parts of the country, the received rain had very crucial role to 

perform land preparation and to plant pulse and other short cycle crops. Additionally, the 

condition had positive impact for improving the availability of pasture and drinking water over 

pastoral and agro pastoral community.  

 

Figure 3: Moisture Status for (11-20, October, 2018) 
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    During the second dekad of October 2018, tip area of south Tigray, Gedeo, Jimma and 

south Omo , west  and east Gojam, Afar zone 2 & 4, south Gonder, Bahidar, Metekel, Agew-

Awi, east Wellega, north & west Shewa, KT, Basketo, Dawero, Keffa, Sheka, Godere, Bench-

Maji, Illubabor, Alaba, pocket area of east Tigray, Tip area of west Tigray, Afar zone 2 & 5, 

Assosa, Harar, west Tigray, north Gonder, Oromiya, , Addis Ababa, south and west Shewa, 

Kamashi, Assosa, south and west  Tongo ,west Wellega, Gamo Gofa, Sidama, east and west 

Harerge, Jigjiga, Fik, Hadiya and Tip area of Illubabor  have experienced humid to moist 

moisture condition. The rest part of the country has received moderately dry to very dry 

moisture condition. 

2.2 EXPECTED WEATHER IMPACT ON AGRICULTURE DURING THE COMING 

DEKAD 

According to the weather forecast, in the coming third dekad of October the moisture condition 

is expected to have relative strength over most of the western and southern half of the country. In 

line with this, Jimma, Illubabor, east and west Wellega, Arsi, Bale, Borena, Guji, Gambela, 

Benishangul gumuz, west Tigray, north Gonder, west Gojam, Bahirdar zuria, Agew Awi, 

Welayita, Dawro, Gamo Gofa, Keffa, Bench Maji, south Omo, Gurage, Sidama, Gedeo & people 

of Segen peoples , Deghabur, Fik, Kebrdhar, Afder, Liben, and Gode are likely to experience 

near normal rainfall over most part and some places may also experience heavy fall which 

probably cause flash flood over the exposed low-laying areas. In addition to that, unseasonal 

rainfall may occur over Addis Ababa, north Shewa, north and south Wollo, south Tigray, west 

and east Harerge, Dire Dawa, Harer and Jijiga. The rest part of the country will be subjected to 

be dry moisture condition.  Thus, the expected rainfall in different places may be favorable to 

satisfy the water need of lately planted various Meher season crops, perennial plants and some 

horticulture crops as well, while this situation may have negative impact for fully matured Meher 

season crops. Therefore, farmers are advised to use any intermediate dry days to harvest fully 

matured crops as much as possible. In relation to heavy fall, farmers and the concerned bodies 

are advised to be ready to take early action so as to reduce the possible risk of flash flood. For 

the area where low moisture is anticipated, farmers and pastoralist are advised to collect rain 

water and utilize the available moisture in the utmost efficiency. 


